Welcome to The August
Online Newsletter
Hello and welcome to the latest online newsletter. It’s hard to believe
we are already in August and another Bank Holiday is approaching.
Finally, we have good news from Goddard Park and we are so excited!
We have been informed that we may resume our meetings, albeit in a cautious
fashion. Please refer to page 4 of this newsletter for further information on what
procedures are required in order to get us started. We have also outlined what is
required of you and what you can expect from us on our first evening - Wednesday
8th September 2021.
Meanwhile, we will be continuing with our online newsletter for the time being so,
don’t let the good news stop you from writing me an article or a personal profile for
the forthcoming newsletters. Send them to: angie.phillips@ntlworld.com - along
with a photo of yourself if you can.
holiday scheme at the Oasis, which I
wrote about a few months ago. I
definitely remember visiting Park
Library by myself and maxing out the
8-book limit on my card. So I
“borrowed” my sisters’ cards on
multiple visits in the holidays to get
more books out. I thought I was being
so sneaky, but being on the other side
of the desk now, it’s so obvious! I also
still have a maxed-out library card
though, as does my son. Some things
never change.

A Swindon
Summer Holiday
I’ve spent the last few weeks trying to
think of activities to keep my 8-yearold son entertained in his summer
holidays. It’s not that he really gets
bored, but he never wants to leave the
house and is always far happier with his
head in a book or watching something
on YouTube. As a result I’ve tried to
think of what I used to do in my school
holidays and it seems that the answer
at his age was… reading books and
watching children’s TV. At his age I
was a proper telly addict and even read
the TV Guide cover-to-cover every
week, but funnily enough we don’t
even own a TV now.
It’s strange how memories fade and
blur. I can no longer remember which
school holidays were which or quite
how old I was when I did certain
things. I know there were some school
holidays spent at the Captain Coconut
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to ask anyone of around my age and
older, what they did, they’d most likely
say the same; roaming the streets with
friends is almost certainly what most of
us did, and they’d also probably
struggle to identify particular summers,
locations and friends.
What I definitely don’t remember
I eschewed playing out in the street
though is being bored. I enjoyed school
with the neighbourhood kids, as I
for the most part, but always managed
preferred to stay in and read. I didn’t
to keep myself entertained during the
really understand the point of skating
up and down the same patch of road
over and over, when I could be reading
the next chapter of a book. I did enjoy
a game of kerby now and again
though. It occasionally makes me sad
that most kids probably have no idea
what kerby is, mostly because they’d
be hard-pressed to find a patch of road
quiet enough and free of parked cars
and dropped kerbs to play it. But then
trampoline parks and soft play weren’t
really around when I was eight years
old, so it’s swings and roundabouts!
Other things I did in the summer
holidays? Well as I moved into senior
school, there was a lot of wandering
and cycling aimlessly around the
streets of Park, Lawns and Old Walcot
and roaming around Lawn Woods. A
lot of knocking on friend's doors to see
if they wanted to come out and do something! I know I climbed the tree
at the Lainsemead rec and was too
scared to jump back down, making
everyone late home for tea. I
cartwheeled about twelve times in a
row in a bid to impress goodnessknows-who at the same place too. But
nothing much else stands out. If I was

Lawn Woods
six weeks summer holidays, despite
never seemingly being “entertained” all
the time by my Mum, who had to work
(just as I do). So maybe the answer is
to not worry too much about getting
him out of the house all the time because I turned out okay!
Kelly Blake August - 2021
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Swindon Society
First Meeting Back
--------

Wednesday
8th September 2021
We are pleased to inform you that we will be
restarting our Swindon Society meetings on
Wednesday 8th September 2021.
We are obliged to keep control of numbers
attending so for now we must ask you to please
reserve your seat for the evening. On this first night, we will only be
able to admit those who have pre-booked their place as numbers
may have to be restricted in accordance with our new spaced seating
arrangements. There will be no entrance fee for this particular evening.
Membership renewal forms will be available to take away. Please
complete these and return them at the following meeting in October.
To kick us off, and get us back into the swing of things, our speaker
for the evening will be our very own Andy Binks, who will be taking us
on a tour around Swindon.
In accordance with Goddard Park school’s instructions we have
carried out a risk assessment and as a result we kindly ask you to
please follow these guidelines:
• We request masks be worn unless you are seated.
• If you haven’t been vaccinated, we respectfully request you wear
a mask at all times for your own safety.
• Hand sanitiser will be available - please use it.
• Outside doors will be opened to allow air to circulate so please
bring warm clothing in case it gets chilly.
• Refreshments will not be available for this evening.
• Please do not attend if you have any Covid symptoms.
We hope you can come. To reserve your place, please email us on:
info@theswindonsociety.co.uk
Alternatively, you can telephone a committee member.
SEE YOU SOON!
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A Quest for Knowledge
Swindon
Jubilee Carnival
Our lovely committee member,
Diane, has been trying to help her
friend find out the exact date for
when the Swindon Jubilee Carnival
took place.
He took part in the procession
and was on a float which was
representing the Plessey Training
School.
Here is a photograph of the
Plessey float. Can anyone help to
correctly date the photograph by
confirming the exact year the
Carnival took place?
Initial thoughts are that it was
held in 1960, but do you know
any different? If you can help,
please let us know. Our email address is info@theswindonsociety.com.
Thank you.

5

Book Launch…

Frank & Ernest
by John Stooke
To those of us of a certain
age, Frank Ernest Quinton
was a legend. A quiet, kindly
and self-effacing man with a
gentle stutter, he became
alive when a pen and sketch
pad were in his hand. We
first met in the late 1970s when I owned a small art gallery in the Brunel
Centre. We stayed in touch over more than 40 years until in 2019, when in
the depths of advanced dementia, Frank quietly passed away in Whitbourne
House nursing home at a grand age of 97. Whilst his physical life ended, I
wanted to see if his legacy could be preserved in a better way than in job lots
of old watercolours on eBay. I wanted to construct a serious testament to
his work in not just creating beautiful art, but in meticulously recording
changing Swindon over almost sixty years.
Unlike my book, cataloguing lost alehouses, this was to be a different kind of
project. A hardback volume to keep and savour. The book has more than
fifty plates drawn from each of the last four decades.
In addition to honouring Frank’s memory, I wanted a charity purpose for the
book. It was already not-for-profit, but I wanted to go further and see if I
could specifically raise money to help local sufferers of motor neurone
disease. My good friend, Colin Moss, was struck down with this dreadful
illness (for which there is no cure). He was an outstanding local sportsman,
so it was particularly cruel to see how firstly his mobility and later his whole
being was impaired, but he has soldiered on and simply refuses to let the
illness destroy him. We are of a similar age and I reckon he has been fighting
this condition for at least twenty years. If I can do just small things to help
him and his fellow sufferers, then I think Frank would have been justly pleased.
To launch the book and pay due respect to Frank’s memory, I am indebted to
both the New Mechanics Institute Preservation Trust, who are sponsoring
the Exhibition and the Brunel Centre Management, and have allowed me to
use a unit upstairs in the Plaza next to Marks and Spencer free of charge.
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The comprehensive retrospective exhibition of his work will reflect his youth,
his war service, and his incredible contribution to local art and local heritage
over sixty years.
This is an open
exhibition and I
will be there
between 10.00am
and 5.30pm (shorter
hours on Sunday)
starting on Saturday
September 4th and
closing on Wednesday September 8th 2021.
Please note:
Consistent with the Borough Councils highly topical published objectives of
making its un-displayed artworks locally accessible, all of the Frank Quinton
paintings that the Borough Council has in its collections will be loaned to this
exhibition. Although these pictures are within the collections of STEAM
Museum or the Swindon Museum and Art Gallery, none of these pictures are
currently on public display. The Bath Road museum is of course, presently
closed indefinitely.

FACEBOOK
Don’t forget to like and follow our
Facebook page.
Kelly does a great job, regularly posting
selected photos from our archive.
Go on… have a look!
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She sent in this excerpt
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This article is reproduced courtesy
of Old Tom’s relation who still lives
in Swindon - August 2021

As usual, The Swindon Society is involved with the
up-coming Heritage Weekend.
We will have our display boards up in the Central
Community Centre and the topic for our display will
predominantly be the shops that were in and around the Railway Village.
The GWR Railway Cottage will be open to the public for the duration and
arranged tours of the Railway Village will take place each day at 11am
and 1pm. The Society are also assisting with these tours.
Tours are for a maximum of 20 people and will need to be pre-booked.
They will last around 45 minutes and start from the front of the
museum.
To pre-book, contact Katie Knowles, 07729 523625
mechanics-trust.org.uk
As well as the Central Community Centre, the Bakers Arms, the Glue Pot
and Cricketers Arms will also be open.
Please come along and support us. Any assistance you can give with
manning the display boards would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you.
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OFFICER S AND COMMITTEE
Chairman
Andy Binks
Treasurer
John Mills

Committee Members
07968 246792 (Mob) David Bedford
01793 706432

Secretary/Contacts
Jennie Bridges
01793 873298
Email: info@theswindonsociety.co.uk

01793 643570

Diane Everett

01793 613981

Rob Johnson

07906 649176 (Mob)

John Stooke

07836 609369 (Mob)

Paul Williams

01793 542111

Membership Secretary
Jeanette Challice 07926 382657 (Mob)
Facebook Editor
Kelly Blake

Newsletter Editor & Website
Co-ordinator
Angie Phillips
07759 240776 (Mob)
Email:
angie.phillips@ntlworld.com
07786 391997 (Mob)
Website
www.theswindonsociety.co.uk

Other Local Historical Societies
• Wiltshire Family History Society
www.wiltshirefhs.co.uk

Yvonne Neal 01793 822310

• Highworth Historical Society
Mrs Chris Suter 01793 764811
www.highworthhistoricalsociety.co.uk
• Chiseldon Local History Group
www.chiseldonlhg.org.uk

Elaine Jones

• Rodbourne Community History Group
Secretary@rodbournehistory.org
www.rodbournehistory.org
• Shrivenham Heritage Society
info@shrivenhamheritagesociety.co.uk
www.shrivenhamheritagesociety.co.uk
• Local Studies (Central Library)
localstudies@swindon.gov.uk
www.swindon.gov.uk/localstudies
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01793 740784

We continue with our little quiz for you all.
Do you know the location of our next decorative weather vane?
This is the third image.
We still have one more to test you after this one.
Our thanks to Mike Stubbs for compiling the quiz.
Here’s weather vane number three:

Look out for the answer in next month’s newsletter!
Last Month’s Answer
The vane above the south-west tower of Lydiard House
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