Welcome to the
December Newsletter
Hello and welcome to our December newsletter.
Well, we’ve already had our Christmas party,
which fell early this year, but hopefully it will have
kick-started all your festive excitement and got you in the mood for a fun
Christmas. I’m sure we will all be celebrating a bit more this year than we did last
year.
Don’t forget if you have an article or a personal profile to share with us all, please
email it to me (with pictures if you have any) or simply post it to me if you prefer.
Contact me and I will provide my address. My email is angie.phillips@ntlworld.com.
Remember, our first meeting of 2022 will be on January 12th. The presentation is
entitled “George Ewart Hobbs - Swindon Radical” and will be presented by
Graham Carter & Noel Ponting. We look forward to seeing you then, but in the
meantime, your committee would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a
merry Christmas and a very healthy and happy New Year!

Christmas Party

but even so it was enormous fun - and
our team scored an unexpected 14 out
of 21!
Thanks also to Gina for organising the
drinks once again - she made sure that
no-one ran dry all evening - and John S
for organising the music and mic. And of
course the rest of the committee pitched
in with the food - and didn’t we do well!

8th December 2021
Well Wednesday 8th December was an
eventful day! At 6pm on, Boris Johnson
announced that England would be moving
to “Plan B” in the renewed Covid-19
response against the new Omicron
variant. And at 7.30pm the Swindon
Society Christmas party got underway.
The new measures deterred few of those
who said they would attend, but we
followed the rules - face masks, hand gel,
etc. - and did our best to keep everyone
safe. As a result, we had a wonderful
time, probably in no small part because it
has been so long since we had been able
to mingle and share food and drinks
together. A big thanks must go to Diane
and Jennie for organising the (surprisingly
tough) quiz. Sometimes the hardest part
was keeping track of the picture
numbers, (due to some technical hitches)
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I don’t think anyone could have missed
out on a mince pie and John S’s now
traditional cheese and pineapple proved
as popular as ever.
This year we weren’t able to hold a
raffle in the same way as normal, with
everyone donating
something. But Diane
and Andy did a truly
magnificent job of
organising the raffle and
we sent home plenty
of happy winners on
Wednesday. Thanks
to everyone who came
along to celebrate
Christmas with us.

We know not everybody was able to
attend - Boris’s announcement proved
we’re not out one the woods yet with
this pandemic - but we very much hope
to see you in the New Year and
celebrate again with you next Christmas.
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Swindon Society Meeting
Wednesday 12th January 2022
--------

George Ewart Hobbs - A Swindon Radical
By

Noel Ponting & Graham Carter
We hope you can come along to our January meeting which will be a
presentation that continues to tell the story of Swindonian George Ewart
Hobbs. This talk will be the follow up to Noel and Graham’s last
presentation in January 2020, which was entitled George Ewart Hobbs - A
Swindon Wordsworth.
In this second book, George Ewart Hobbs - Swindon Radical, Noel and
Graham explain many of the aspects of his thinking which set him apart as
a true radical for his time. It promises to be a very interesting evening.
____

Please note that, we will continue with our Covid preventative measures
as much as we can. Here is a little reminder for you; please continue to
try and follow these guidelines:
•

If you are intending to come, please reserve your seat for the
evening so that we can keep a list and continue to assess numbers.

•

We request masks be worn until you are seated.

•

If you haven’t been vaccinated, we respectfully request you wear a
mask at all times for your own safety.

•

Hand sanitiser will be available - please use it.

•

Outside doors will be opened to allow air to circulate so please
bring warm clothing in case it gets chilly.

•

Please do not attend if you have any Covid symptoms.
We do hope you can come. To reserve your place, please email us on:
info@theswindonsociety.co.uk
Alternatively, you can telephone a committee member.
SEE YOU AGAIN SOON!
5

*** Important ***
A Request from Mike Welsh
Headmaster of Goddard Park School
As you know the school has always greatly assisted our society so we would
like to return the favour if we can. Now, how can you can you help? Well,
Mike is asking for memories of schooldays for a new book he wishes to put
together and we think is would lovely to be a part of this wonderful
project. This request is predominantly for Mike's book but, with your
permission, we may publish some in our own newsletter, as a special treat
for ourselves. So, dig deep into the memory box and see what comes to
mind. All contributions would be most welcome so just let us know if you
are interested and we will put you in touch with Mike.

Correction &
Apology
We offer our apologies for printing incorrect information in last month’s
newsletter. Robert Buckland is of course MP for South Swindon, not North
Swindon. We are sorry for the error.

Swindon Society Programme 2021-2022
Jan 12th

George Ewart Hobbs - Swindon Radical

Graham Carter &
Noel Ponting

Feb 9th

Calyx Multimedia Photographs

Mar 9th

Through The Lens - A Beaney View

Diane Everett &
Jennie Bridges

Apr 13th

To be Confirmed

To be Confirmed

May 11th

Slide Selection - Preceded by the AGM

Your Committee

Jun 8th

Summer Outing (TBA)

Richard Wintle

Everyone

We meet at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of the month
at Goddard Park School, Welcombe Avenue, Swindon SN3 2QN
(except for June, July and August).
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The Man on Hackpen Hill
A Review

S

omething different for you this month - a little book review for some new
locally-based fiction that you may otherwise miss. Need a last minute
Christmas gift for the person who likes everything Swindon? Or perhaps you
fancy something new to read over the festive period? You could do worse than
pick up The Man on Hackpen Hill by J S Monroe.
Monroe is a pen name for the Daily Telegraph journalist Jon Stock, who also
writes novels under his own name. Stock lives in Wiltshire (near Marlborough
from what I can deduce online!) and this book
features crop circles, Porton Down, GWH and
Gablecross police station. This is the third
novel written under Stock’s nom de plume and
the third to feature the character of DI Silas
Hart of Swindon CID. I did worry whether
diving straight into the third book would be a
mistake, but it works just fine as a standalone
novel. This appears to the book most related
to Swindon - the blurbs of the other two books
(Forget My Name and The Other You) don’t
mention Swindon, Wiltshire or indeed Silas Hart
so I didn’t feel I was missing anything much by
not reading them.
I don’t read a lot in the crime genre, but the
local element attracted me to this one, and it
certainly added to the enjoyment. I won’t lie,
this book isn’t going to win any awards and I
had in mind what the twist could be (and was
proved right), but it was a very enjoyable read nonetheless. In fact, I read it in
three days, a good half of it across one Sunday - and that’s no mean feat when
you work full-time and have two children!
There were some little bits of the book that really made me smile - a reference
to Swanage’s longshore drift being studied by every geography field trip
student in the country (this definitely applied to New College A-Level geography
students when I studied there!); the thought of GWH in full lockdown and
surrounded by police; references to drugs raids in east Swindon!
This was the first book I’ve read that mentions the Covid-19 pandemic, so it felt
relevant and modern, without shoe-horning it in to the story and I liked the way
it tackled mental health issues too. All-in-all, I would recommend giving this
one a go - as long as you don’t start reading it with high expectations!
Kelly Blake - December 2021
7

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE

Chairman
Andy Binks
Treasurer
John Mills

Committee Members
07968 246792 (Mob) David Bedford
Diane Everett

01793 706432

01793 643570
01793 613981

Rob Johnson
07906 649176 (Mob)
Secretary/Contacts
John Stooke
07836 609369 (Mob)
Jennie Bridges
01793 873298
01793 542111
Email: info@theswindonsociety.co.uk Paul Williams
Newsletter Editor & Website
Membership Secretary
Jeanette Challice 07926 382657 (Mob) Co-ordinator
Angie Phillips
07759 240776 (Mob)
Facebook Editor
Email:
angie.phillips@ntlworld.com
Kelly Blake
07786 391997 (Mob)
Website
www.theswindonsociety.co.uk

Other Local Historical Societies
• Wiltshire Family History Society
www.wiltshirefhs.co.uk

Yvonne Neal 01793 822310

• Highworth Historical Society
Mrs Chris Suter 01793 764811
www.highworthhistoricalsociety.co.uk
• Chiseldon Local History Group
www.chiseldonlhg.org.uk

Elaine Jones

• Rodbourne Community History Group
Secretary@rodbournehistory.org
www.rodbournehistory.org
• Shrivenham Heritage Society
info@shrivenhamheritagesociety.co.uk
www.shrivenhamheritagesociety.co.uk
• Local Studies (Central Library)
localstudies@swindon.gov.uk
www.swindon.gov.uk/localstudies
• Mechanics’ Institution Trust
helen@mechanics-trust.org.uk
www.mechanics-trust.org.uk

Helen George
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01793 740784

Little Weekend Wanders
Me and my sister, Cheryl, were fortunate enough to have booked tickets to
the Enchanted Gardens
Light Trail at Town
Gardens on Saturday 18th
December. I wasn't quite
sure what to expect, never
having seen anything like
this before, but I can say I
was not disappointed,
especially as the weather
was kind to us.
The trail took us
around a one-way
course through
the park, but it
was hard to tell
exactly where
abouts in the
park we were at
any given time as
it felt so different
in the dark. Safe
to say though, we thoroughly enjoyed the leisurely walk and pretty sights.
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How awesome is this picture of the bandstand?!
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Then on Sunday 19th
December, I went
to watch Swindon
Brass Band playing
carols at the Town
Gardens bandstand.
My last visit was to
town where I saw
the decorations...

Angie
Phillips December
2021
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Do you know the location of the Drainpipe pictured below?
Our thanks to Mike Stubbs for the image.

Look out for the answer in next month’s newsletter
Answer to last month’s “Where Abouts”:
Last month’s answer (Sunlight Soap House) is located at 278
Ermin Street. In another picture you can see that the house
bears the name plaque “Stratton Park Halt”.
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Police Station, Princes Street under construction

The Fire at Garrards 1958
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