Hello and welcome to our March newsletter.
How much did we all enjoy February’s presentation?! So interesting and
lots of pictures we had never seen before. We convey our thanks to Graham
and Noel. And wasn't it lovely to be able to enjoy a cuppa and a chat after such
a long time. We are well and truly getting back to normal, thank goodness!
Well, time is marching on...excuse the pun, and we are beginning to see more
sunshine, which is always a sure way to lift the mood. Something else to look
forward to is our next member’s evening which is entitled “The Lydiard Park
Archives” and will be presented by Sarah Finch-Crisp. Sarah has presented to us
before, a long time ago, and we know that you will thoroughly enjoy the evening so
please come along if you can.
Don’t forget members joining now will not need to pay for membership again in
September. Payment now will include next year’s fee.
Finally, don’t forget fellow nostalgia enthusiasts, if you’ve got a memory or a
personal profile you would like to share with everyone, you can email it:
• to me angie.phillips@ntlworld.com
• or via info@theswindonsociety.co.uk

The Wilts & Berks Canal Shop, Regent Circus
Andy and Diane dropped into The Wilts & Berks Canal Shop at Regent
Circus recently. It really is well worth a visit.
Their format has changed somewhat and now also includes the availability of
books on alternative subjects. There is also a selection of vinyl records, all
available to purchase.
Of course, canal information
is still available as usual.
New Opening Times:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday:
11.00am to 3.00pm
Wednesday & Sunday
Closed
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“Lost" Swindon Rediscovered
by

Noel Ponting & Graham Carter
9th March 2022
Since Noel and Graham’s
last presentation to us
about
George
Ewart
Hobbs in 2020, they have
published two further
books; the first, A
Swindon Radical, is the
follow-up to the first
book about Hobbs, A
Swindon Wordsmith. The
second is A Visit to Venus
which is a very early scifi story written in 1927,
before sci-fi was really a genre.

read more about it), but there were
plenty of coincidences in Hobbs’ and
their own lives that drew their
attention. Noel and Graham knew
that Hobbs had written about the
solar eclipse in 1927 for the Swindon
Advertiser, but despite trawling the
microfilm in Local Studies they were
unable to find his article. So just
before the start of the pandemic,
they took a trip to Oxford to view a
bound copy of the Adver and
discovered that the paper published
a weekly edition on Fridays which
was completely different to the daily
edition, and that Hobbs had
continued to write for the paper well
into the 1930s. They decided to call
the new book A Swindon Radical
because George Hobbs was a
forward-thinking individual on
subjects like capital punishment,

A Swindon Radical deals with Hobbs’
life and writing in the inter-war
period, which Graham explained to
be Swindon’s golden age. Despite
the global depression that followed
the Wall Street Crash in 1929,
Swindon was a boomtown; A-shop at
the Works was finished in 1920 and
at 11.25 acres was one of the largest
covered areas in the world. Later in
the decade, in 1927, the Works
completed the most celebrated of the
King class locomotives, King George
V. Prosperity in Swindon continued
into the 1930s, as we saw in some of
the later photos.
There was a quick re-cap of the life
of George Hobbs and how he came to
Noel and Graham’s attention (but I
won’t dwell on that here, you can revisit our February 2020 newsletter to
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although politically and personally now the Elgin Industrial Estate);
he was conservative.
Anstiss department store in 1928
The “lost” photos that Graham (“like McIlroys but cheaper”); flying
rediscovered were first published in week in 1931 at Wroughton Airfield;
a supplement in the Swindon Garrards at an exhibition in 1931 at
Advertiser in three parts in the mid- Olympia (it wasn’t just a golden age
2000s. The original photos really are for the Works); women playing
lost and can only be reproduced football in 1938 (Comptons vs the
directly from the paper, so the shirt factory); Carnival Week in 1933
quality isn’t wonderful but the (this was the time of the Great
images certainly are. The photos Depression); and in 1938, Rag Mag

began with one of
Fitzroy
Pleydell
Goddard in 1920
opening a fete and
this was followed
up by an image of a
German gun dunked
in a river in Wootton
Bassett. It had been
destined to be a
part of the war
memorial, but the
residents of the
town disagreed and
Powder Works Ladies XI
acted accordingly.
We then had a lovely photo from
1925 of a poppy wagon, selling the sales raising money for the Victoria
Remembrance Day flowers. Graham Hospital (in 1934 they’d raised enough
reminded us that actually in 1925, for a portable x-ray machine). Noel
few people wanted to remember the treated us to more writing from
war and it’s horrors and a lot of the Hobbs - in 1927 he visited the
initial legwork for Remembrance Day hospital to see an x-ray machine and
and poppy sales was done by women had his hand x-rayed, describing it as
and girls. To accompany this image “truly wonderful”. There were many
Noel read us a part of Hobbs’ writing more photographs, which really were
about the remembrance service held a treat to see - including some of the
in the Works in 1922, which was Empire Theatre taken just a few
years apart, firstly dressed for the
very moving.
coronation of George VI in 1937 and
We then saw the following: the then in the midst of WW2 adorned
powder works in 1931 (on what is with sandbags and signage.
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We also had a small section
on an unsung hero of
Swindon,
Reuben
George. Hobbs was
quite friendly with Courtesy
of Local
him and wrote about
Studies
him in a piece called
Remembrance “children loved him
and he loved them”.
Reuben
George
really enjoyed playing
Father Christmas year
after year and also
supported the Adver’s
Poor Kiddies’ Outing fund
and we were treated to photos
which illustrated both. Other
nuggets we learned about Reuben
George included: that he dived off
the diving platform at Coate Water
whilst he was Mayor of Swindon at
the (then) grand old age of 56 (we
saw photos of the rickety old diving
board and the replacement being
built in 1934); and that he was both
the father of the Labour Party in
Swindon and that he began the
revival of interest in the life and
works of Richard Jefferies.

months of 1930 to keep the
grass short); and the
images of the preparations
for war, which began
so much earlier than
I imagined. There
were pictures of gas
mask preparations
in 1936, men digging
sandbags from a
local quarry in 1939
and of the evacuated
children arriving in
Swindon in September
1939 - the latter of which
was incredibly poignant.
Hobbs was a radical, thinker, a
writer and a preacher, but he was
also a hometown war hero. As early
as September 1939, he had written
that he had heard something about
concentration camps and would do
his utmost to disseminate any
further information he found if it was
true. He was also the foreman of XShop which usually made points and
crosses, but during wartime also
made bombs. As a man of peace
this troubled him greatly and would
cause him to come home from work
in tears on occasion. After working
so incredibly hard during the war he
no longer continued writing, George
Ewart Hobbs died in 1946.

There were so many more lost
photographs that there just isn’t
space to describe them all here, but
the others that I particularly enjoyed
were the photos of the various
stands of the County Ground being
built (accompanied by the story of
the groundsman bringing his sheep
into the ground in the summer

Kelly Blake
March 2022
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Swindon Society Meeting
Wednesday 13th April 2022
--------

The Lydiard Park Archives
By

Sarah Finch-Crisp
We hope you can come along to our April meeting which will be a
presentation about the archives at Lydiard park by Sarah Finch-Crisp
Sarah has presented to us before so we know what an interesting evening
this promises to be. Please come along for the show and stay for a chat
and a hot drink afterwards.
___

Please note that, we will continue to be mindful of Covid preventative
measures as much as we can. Here is a little reminder for you; please
continue to try and follow these guidelines:
•

If you are intending to come, it is preferable if you could please
reserve your seat for the evening in advance so that we can keep a
list and continue to assess numbers; although this is no
longer compulsory.

•

If you have any concerns, please continue to wear masks, at least
until you are seated.

•

If you haven’t been vaccinated, we respectfully request you wear a
mask at all times for your own safety.

•

Hand sanitiser will be available - please use it.

•

Outside doors and windows may be open to allow air to circulate so
please bring warm clothing in case it gets chilly.

•

Please do not attend if you have any Covid symptoms.
We do hope you can come. To reserve your place, please email us on:
info@theswindonsociety.co.uk
Alternatively, you can telephone a committee member.
SEE YOU AGAIN SOON!
6

Tuesday 15th March 2022
A Special
Announcement
Some of you may
already be aware
that Katherine
Cole, whom you
will know from
Local Studies at
Central Library, is
retiring.
Your Chairman, Andy Binks, and Diane Everett visited Katherine
at Central Library on the above date. We presented her with a
token of our appreciation for all the help she has given to us over
many years.
We were delighted to
present Katherine
with lifetime
membership to the
Society and a voucher
from Waterstones.
In return, we have
received a lovely note
from Katherine
thanking us for our
kindness.
It will be sad to see
you go Katherine, may you have a lovely retirement and we wish
you all the very best in ventures new.
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My Memory of
Swindon Bus Tickets
I lived in Moredon when I was a child and
recall my trips into Swindon on the
corporation buses.
After paying my fare the conductor would
print off a ticket, but quite often the roll
in the ticket machine would misfeed
resulting in a crumpled length of paper which had to be cleared and a new ticket
started. This problem frustrated some of the conductors as it produced a pile of
scrap paper which was usually discarded onto the floor for the cleaner to pick
up, or put in the ticket waste bin.
Coincidently, the ticket machine that was used on the Swindon buses came into
my life about fifteen years later.
I worked as a junior mechanical draughtsman in a drawing office at Plessey in
Kembrey Street. Plessey had the contract to refurbish these machines and fit
new fare printing wheels when the fare was changed, increased or when the fare
could not be rung up easily. I had the responsibility of drawing up the new sets
of printing wheels that went inside the machines.
Plessey’s main gate when I worked there

Ticket Issuing Machines (T.I.M.) were based in Cirencester and had produced this
design for about thirty years without many changes. Delivery of a good ticket
without this recurring problem was never solved, even by Plessey. The ticket
machine used on the Bristol buses however, was a much less complicated
machine, which I don’t think ever suffered with this problem.
I have some tickets for a 10½d fare from the Swindon machines that came in for
refurbishment. The machine was very popular and was even exported. In fact, I
have some with Arabic characters that Plessey made for a motorway in Saudi
Arabia.
Back when I was that small child, I never imagined that as an adult I would be
involved in trying to eliminate the problem of the crumpled tickets.
Mervyn Hewlett - March 2022
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Swindon Society Programme 2022
Apr 13th

The Lydiard Archives

Sarah Finch-Crisp

May 11th

Slide Selection - Preceded by the AGM

Jun 8th

Summer Outing (TBA)

Your Committee
Everyone

We meet at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of the month
at Goddard Park School, Welcombe Avenue, Swindon SN3 2QN
(except for June, July and August).
FACEBOOK
Don’t forget to like and follow our
Facebook page.
Kelly does a great job, regularly
posting selected photos from our
archive.
Go on… have a look!

Please note that the Society’s bank details have
changed. If you pay by Standing Order or bank transfer, please contact
treasurer@theswindonsociety.co.uk for the new account details.
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Here’s a little nugget Chris Prew found online. Chris has suggested
it might be a stop at Regent Circus. What do you think?

Courtesy of Mediadrumimages./W.Ryan

The caption reads:
Passengers aboard the Park Royal-bodied Swindon Corporation Daimler CVD6SD in
Swindon in 1966. A woman and a girl board the bus by the bus stop as the vehicle
makes its way to the Rodbourne arms. Daimler has moved through various hands,
from BSA and Jaguar Cars to Ford and Jaguar Land Rover - before ending with Tata
at present.

*** Important ***

A Request from Mike Welsh
Headmaster of Goddard Park School
As you know the school has always greatly assisted our society so we would
like to return the favour if we can. Now, how can you can you help? Well,
Mike is asking for memories of schooldays for a new book he wishes to put
together and we think is would lovely to be a part of this wonderful
project. This request is predominantly for Mike's book but, with your
permission, we may publish some in our own newsletter, as a special treat for
ourselves. So, dig deep into the memory box and see what comes to mind.
All contributions would be most welcome so just let us know if you are
interested and we will put you in touch with Mike.
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A Memory from
Rodbourne Cheney School
Picture courtesy of Swindon Libraries

My name is Marilyn Middleton (nee Kemp) and I am a member of the
Swindon Society. This is an old school story that I will never forget.

I am still very friendly with an old school friend. We were born on the
same day, 31st of October 1943 (we were better known as the witches).
Her name is Pamela Neate (nee Hayes) and she was one of five children.
Pam and I attended Rodbourne Cheney school in the early 1950s and were
in the same class.
Pam had two brothers and a sister at the time, their names being Paul,
Peter, and Primrose. On the 27th of August 1952, we were sat knitting in
the hall and in walked Miss Jefferies, one of our teachers. She said I have a
special announcement to make to Pamela Hayes. “You have a little baby
brother, born today, but your mother has not kept up with tradition and
has named him Philip”. There was an uproar of laughter. We may have
only been nine years old but we could spell!
To this day I will never forget that hilarious announcement. If I remember
rightly, we were knitting scarves in garter stitch, royal blue, quite simple!

Those were the days, good ones.
Marilyn Middleton - March 2022
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Whereabouts in Swindon is this?
Can you please help?
We have a few photographs in our
archive for which the locations are
unknown as they have not been
recorded. This is number three.
Have a look at this photograph below.
Taken on 20th July 2001, looking up a
flight of steps. Looking towards Dowling
Street has been suggested but do you
know? If you can accurately identify
the location of the picture, please can
you let us know by contacting:

info@theswindonsociety.co.uk

Last Month’s Answer
One suggestion for last month’s image,
was possibly Fleet Street.
However, I have been studying the
photo (while I should have been doing
the newsletter) and I’m sure I have
found the location.
I believe it is
where Fads used
to be in Devizes
Road, Old Town.
What looks like
the little bird
house over the
drainpipe is still
there if you look
at the street
view on Google
Maps.
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Rodbourne Road Terminus - 1920s

GWR Works 24 Shop Entrance 1941
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