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Hello and welcome to the October newsletter. 
 

ŚƈƇƈƀƁ ŻŴƆ ŴƅƅżƉŸŷ!  ŭŻŸ ƁżźŻƇƆ ŴƅŸ ŷƅŴƊżƁź żƁ, ƇŻŸƅŸLƆ Ŵ ŶŻżſſ żƁ ƇŻŸ Ŵżƅ ŴƁŷ ƇŻŸ 
heating is back on already.  Where did our summer go?... Did we even have one? 
 

Oh well, we can forget about all that for now because our presentation tonight is by 
professional news photographer, Richard Wintle.  Once again, Richard is delving  
into his vast archive to bring us a selection of his excellent work.  It sounds very 
exciting so just sit back and enjoy. 
 

On a more serious note, may I take this opportunity to remind you that we still have 
vacancies for more committee members.  If you are interested, please do not hesitate 
to let us know.  The Society depends on the committee to run effectively and a full 
committee is optimal for it to function well.  In particular, we are in serious need of a 
membership secretary.  Honestly, it is not difficult or demanding and someone will 
show you what to do.  The potential problem with having too few  committee 
members is that if one of them is incapacitated, everything that needs to be done 
falls to the remaining few.  These few may then feel put upon and if this is  allowed to 
continue, they in turn may think about leaving the committee.  If this happens, there 
is a risk that our Society would have to be dissolved.  Sharing the regular 
organisational tasks with a full committee makes it fun and rewarding - and it is 
pretty easy!  The committee only meet about once a month so it will not demand too 
much of your precious time and we are a friendly bunch.  Go on, please give it some 
serious consideration for the sake of the continuation of our brilliant Society. 
 

If you are interested, please see one of the committee at a meeting or contact: 
 

info@theswindonsociety.co.uk 

 

SwindonƐs Other Railway - always a popular subject and we have no doubt 
that next monthƐs meeting will be pretty popular and well attended. 
 

Join us to learn more about this fascinating railway that once had a station 
in the Old Town area of Swindon.  It is still within the living memory of 
many of us and the legacy of the route, now a designated cycle track and 
walkway, is still well used today.  It is a little bit of countryside right beside 
the hustle and bustle of our busy town.  We are sure you wonƐt want to 
miss this one. 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

SwindonƐs Other Railway  
(Revisiting the Midland & South Western Junction Railway)  

 

Swindon Society Meeting - 13th November 2024 
 

by 
 

Nick Baxter 

mailto:info@theswindonsociety.co.uk
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We were treated to another stellar presentation 

by David Bedford to kick off the 2024/5 season - 

but David never fails to impress.  This time it 

was Swindon Surprises 1908-2024 and it was 

lovely to see Swindon coming right up to the 

present-day for a welcome change. 
 

We began with a set of photos taken in 1908 at the Rodbourne sewage farm houses.  

David had found them a few weeks before and despite having already prepared his 

presentation, didnõt want to miss the opportunity to bring them to our attention.  

Whilst it may sound like a slightly odd subject, it was actually fascinating to find out 

what a sewage farm was and see what it looked like.  The first pictures looked just 

like a normal home from the front with a family standing outside.  But later we saw 

what looked like a swimming pool in the back garden of the property - it was 

actually a sewage tank.  All the tanks came close to the house - I didnõt want to 

imagine what the smell would have been like at such close-quarters!  David 

explained that sewage farms worked by collecting it in the tanks by pipe and when 

they were full, it would be drained and dried off, then sold to farmers.  In the same 

set of photos there was a photo of a sewage pipe being dug under the Gloucester 

railway line.  In these photos there was always a gentleman with a bowler hat - with 

the family stood outside of the house and the workers digging out the sewage pipe.  

So maybe he commissioned or was in charge of the photos being taken, perhaps an 

official from GWR, as the Swindon Corporation had needed to approach them for 

help in 1906 when it had become clear that a second sewage farm was needed for 

Swindon (the first was in Broome Manor). 
 

We then saw a few other photos of Swindon in 1908 - Marchõs knee-high snow 

started us off.  The Corporation used a steam roller to melt the snow, having it 

bought into the yard by horse and cart 

and then melted.  Next up was a house 

in Belmont Crescent with scaffolding 

up - the work had been stopped on the 

house because the walls were not thick 

enough.  I didnõt realise there were 

building regulations in 1908!  Then it 

was a photo of the end of Savernake 

Street, where the houses have been 

completed, but the road is still a muddy 

track.   

Swindon Surprises 1908-2024  
 

by 
 

David Bedford 
~ 

11th September 2024  
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Then it was a quick look at the òKipper 

Loftó at 45 Westcott Place.  Although I 

didnõt quite catch any of the details about 

it I couldnõt resist mentioning it anyway as 

the name was intriguing!   
 

We moved onto our next section of 

beautiful photos - the photography of 

Denis Bird, one of the Societyõs founding 

members.  David had wanted to include 

them to refresh memories of Denisõs work.  He captured the changing face of 

Swindon through the latter half of the twentieth century, particularly the 1960s to 

1980s, when Swindon rapidly expanded and older areas were re-vamped.  The 

photographs have a brilliant clarity and definition you donõt always associate with 

photographs of that period, and they really are a jewel in the Societyõs collection.   
 

The first image we saw was taken in 1968 on a foggy night, looking toward Christ 

Church.  Then it was the corner of Groundwell Road missing the traffic lights we 

are now familiar with.  David then showed us a run of photographs taken in Old 

Town (which was Denisõs area of interest as he lived nearby), some of which 

featured people.  David told us how many photographers wait until the people have 

gone to capture their image of a building or 

scene, but Denis wasnõt afraid to have 

people in his photos.  So we have some 

teenagers queueing to get into the Locarno 

in 1969 and The Bell with a horse being 

ridden past.  Outside Nash Tobacconists on 

Wood Street there was a child sat on top 

of a pram which you donõt see anymore.  At 

the Bath Road Vicarage garden fete, David 

noted that all the women were wearing hats 

and the men are all in shirt sleeves to take part in the tug of war.  We also had two 

photographs of Cricklade Street youõd be unlikely to get now; the first had a man 

pushing his bike up the hill (a common sight itself), but in the road and with no cars 

to be seen anywhere.  Secondly, a religious procession going from Christ Church to 

Holy Rood in the Lawns - again in the 

road with no cars to be seen. 
 

We saw far too many of Denisõs photos to 

list all of them here, but as we moved 

down toward the town centre, David had 

selected photos of long-gone scenes and 

buildings.  At the bottom of Prospect Hill 

we had one of some boys pulling their 

bogeys back up the hill (again no cars to 

The òKipper Loftó 1920s 
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impede their race down!); and the still quite-

new New College.  Moving into the centre 

there were many shops no longer around - 

Sharvilleõs Jewellers, Bretts and Normans to 

name a few.  We had Princes Street looking 

towards the Red Cow pub where there were 

still some houses in situ on one side, and then 

another with the Wyvern under 

construction.  There was a photograph 

which drew laughs and gasps from 

everyone when it was pointed out that 

there was a workman sat on the roof 

of the Head Post Office building in 

Regent Circus!  There was also 

Clarence Street Methodist Hall, Meredith 

House (the police accommodation building) 

and - moving into colour photography - the 

Baptist Tabernacle mid-demolition and 

òprestige officesó of Aspen House to let 

above the gas showroom.  They didnõt feel 

very prestige by the time I arrived to work 

in them in the early-2000s! 

We fast-forwarded about 40 years then 

to the murals of Swindon.  These have 

grown in number recently, due to the 

Swindon Paint Fest, which has been 

running annually since 2022.  We had 

some older murals first - such as Diana 

Dors on the ramp down to the lower 

ground floor of the Brunel Centre and 

the murals on Signal Way at the start of 

the cycle path.  In 2009 Ken White 

touched up his mural of the Golden Lion Bridge - and David went up the scaffolding 

with him to get some photos!  We then saw some of the Cambria Bridge Road 

mural (painted in 2015), the òBanksyó of 2021 on the derelict bus depot on Eastcott 

Road, a house in William Street with a canal scene on the front, and then photos 

from each Paint Fest.  Some of the murals are temporary in nature e.g. the 

hoardings around the building site of the new Premier Inn (in place of those 

òprestige officesó previously mentioned) and some which we hope to see for many 
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tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ нлнп - нлнр 
 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ фǘƘ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ wŀƛŘ hƴ ¢ƘŜ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜΗ        wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ²ƛƴǘƭŜ 
 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ моǘƘ {ǿƛƴŘƻƴΩǎ hǘƘŜǊ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ 
    όwŜǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ¢ƘŜ aƛŘƭŀƴŘ ϧ {ƻǳǘƘ  
    ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ WǳƴŎǝƻƴ wŀƛƭǿŀȅύ          bƛŎƪ .ŀȄǘŜǊ 
 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ммǘƘ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tŀǊǘȅ                        9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ уǘƘ  {ǿƛƴŘƻƴ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ               DǊŀƘŀƳ /ŀǊǘŜǊ 
 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мнǘƘ IŀǊƻƭŘ CƭŜƳƛƴƎ -  
    ! aŀƴ CƻǊ !ƭƭ {ǇƻǊǘǎ           5ƛŎƪ aŀǩŎƪ 
 

aŀǊŎƘ мнǘƘ  [ŜǘΩǎ Dƻ {ƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ                     5ƛŀƴŜ 9ǾŜǊŜǧ  
           ϧ WƻƘƴ {ǘƻƻƪŜ 
 

!ǇǊƛƭ фǘƘ   {ǿƛƴŘƻƴ - ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ {ǿƛƴŘƻƴ            !ƴŘȅ .ƛƴƪǎ 
 

aŀȅ мпǘƘ   {ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ {ǿƛƴŘƻƴ LƳŀƎŜǎ -  
    tǊŜŎŜŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !Da   
                         /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΩǎ {ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ 
 

WǳƴŜ ммǘƘ   {ǳƳƳŜǊ hǳǝƴƎ ό¢.!ύ              9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
 

²Ŝ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ тΦолǇƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ  
ŀǘ DƻŘŘŀǊŘ tŀǊƪ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ²ŜƭŎƻƳōŜ !ǾŜƴǳŜΣ {ǿƛƴŘƻƴ {bо нvb  

όŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ WǳƴŜΣ Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ !ǳƎǳǎǘύΦ 

years to come, such as the canal mural on 

the cycle path from Iffley Road to Station 

Road and the XTC English Settlement 

mural on Crombey Street.  Whether 

permanent or temporary though, they 

certainly brighten up the town.   
 

As always, huge thanks to David for 

sharing his Swindon knowledge with us.   

Kelly Blake - September 2024  
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Welcome to Beaney Corner where each month Diane 
Everett selects a few photographs from the vast Beaney 
collection to share in the newsletter. 
 

Here we are four beautiful photographs.  Do you recognise 
anyone?  
 

Look out for more next 
month! 

!ǾƻƴƳŜŀŘ 
bƻΦ ор 

.ŀǊǘƻƴ wƻŀŘ 
bƻǎΦ мфΣ муΣ нм ϧ но 
 

.ŀǊōǳǊȅ /ƭƻǎŜ  
bƻǎΦ тΣ фΣ моΣ мпΣ нл ϧ нн 

.ŜŜŎƘ !ǾŜƴǳŜ 
bƻΦ фт 

 


