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Welcome to the October Newsletter
Hello and welcome to the October newsletter.
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heating is back on already. Where did our summer go?... Did we even have ¢

Oh well, we can forget about all that for now because our presentation tonig
professional news photographer, Richard Wintle. Once again, Richard is
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into his vast archive to bring us a selection of his excellent work. It sournds

exciting so just sit back and enjoy.

On a more serious note, may | take this opportunity to remind you that we s
vacancies for more committee members. If you are interested, please do not
to let us know. The Society depends on the committee to run effectively an
committee is optimal for it to function well. In particular, we are in serious ne
membership secretary. Honestly, it is not difficult or demanding and somed
show you what to do. The potential problem with having too few com
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members is that if one of them is incapacitated, everything that needs to be d«

falls to the remaining few. These few may then feel put upon and if this is all
continue, they in turn may think about leaving the committee. If this happeng
is a risk that our Society would have to be dissolved. Sharing the

organisational tasks with a full committee makes it fun and rewarding it is

pDWE
, thi
reg

pretty easy! The committee only meet about once a month so it will not demand

much of your precious time and we are a friendly bunch. Go on, please give
serious consideration for the sake of the continuation of our brilliant Society.

If you are interested, please see one of the committee at a meeting or contact:

info@theswindonsociety.co.uk
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in the Old Town area of Swi ndon.
many of us and the | egacy of the ro
wal kway, i's stild]l we l | used today.

the hustle and bustle of our & u swa nt
mi ss this one.
HOREO TEOYCSIEIEERYY OU THERE!
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Swindon:-Surprises9082024
by

David Bedford
11th September 2024

We were treated to another stellar presentatio
by David Bedford to kick off the 2024/5 seaso
but David never fails to impress. This time| 8
was Swindon Surprises 192824 and it was
lovely to see Swindon coming right up to th
presentday for a welcome change.

We began with a set of photos takém1908at the Rodbourne sewage farm houses.
David had found them a few weeks before and despite having already prepared
presentation, didndét want to miss th
Whilst it may sound like a slightly odd subject, it was actually fascinating to find o
what a sewage farm was and see what it looked like. The first pictures looked ju
like a normal home from the front with a family standing outside. But later we sav
what looked like a swimming pool in the back garden of the properiy was
actually a sewage tank. All the tanks came close to the hedse di dndt
imagine what the smell would have been like at such ajpsaters! David
explained that sewage farms worked by collecting it in the tanks by pipe and whi
they were full, it would be drained and dried off, then sold to farmers. In the sam
set of photos there was a photo of a sewage pipe being dug under the Gloucest
railway line. In these photos there was always a gentleman with a bowlesmfitit

the family stood outside of the house and the workers digging out the sewage pip
So maybe he commissioned or was in charge of the photos being taken, perhaps
official from GWR, as the Swindon Corporation had needed to approach them fo
help in 1906 when it had become clear that a second sewage farm was needed
Swindon (the first was in Broome Manor).

We then saw a few other photos of Swindon in 1908 a r ¢ h &-lsigh &knove e
started us off. The Corporation used a steam roller to melt the snow, having i

, bought into the yard by horse and cart
and then melted. Next up was a house
in Belmont Crescent with scaffolding
up - the work had been stopped on the
house because the walls were not thick
. lenough. I di dnot
& | building regulations in 1908! Then it
d was a photo of the end of Savernake
Street, where the houses have been
completed, but the road is still a muddy
track.
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t quite catch
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the name was intriguing!

We moved onto our next section o

Denis Bird, one 5 ST 0
members. David had wanted to incluc s el

them to refresh memories of Deni sods
Swindon through the latter half of the twentieth century, particularly the 1960s to
1980s, when Swindon rapidly expanded and older areas wemamged. The

photographs have a brilliant clarity
photographs of that period, and they

The first image we saw was taken in 1968 on a foggy night, looking toward Chri
Church. Then it was the corner of Groundwell Road missing the traffic lights we
are now familiar with. David then showed us a run of photographs taken in Ol
Town (which was Denisds area of i nt
featured people. David told us how many photographers wait until the people hay
gone to capture their image of a building o T —
scene, but Denis * - 0
people in his photos. So we have so MM

teenagers queueing to get into the Locarng [
in 1969 and The Bell with a horse bein ‘
ridden past. Outside Nash Tobacconists 0
Wood Street there was a child sat on top
of a pram which you
the Bath Road Vicarage garden fete, Da
noted that all the women were wearing hat
and the men are all in shirt sleeves to take part in the tug of war. We also had tw
photographs of Cricklade Street youbd
pushing his bike up the hill (a common sight itself), but in the road and with no ca
to be seen anywhere. Secondly, a religious procession going from Christ Church
Holy Rood in the Lawns again in the
road with no cars to be seen.

We saw far too many

list all of them here, but as we moved
down toward the town centre, David had

selected photos of longone scenes and

buildings. At the bottom of Prospect Hill

we had one of some boys pulling their
bogeys back up the hill (again no cars to
4




impede their race down!); and the still quit
new New College. Moving into the cent
there were many shops no longer around
Sharvillebds Jewel |l el|&
name a few. We had Princes Street looki
towards the Red Cow pub where there werg
still some houses in situ on one side, and t L,
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another with the Wyvern under
construction There was a photograph
which drew laughs and gasps from
everyone when it was pointed out that
there was a workman sat on the roof
of the Head Post Office building in
Regent Circus! There was also

Clarence Street Methodist Hall, Meredifa
House (the police accommodation buildi
and- moving into colour photographythe
Baptist Tabernacle midemolition and
Oprestige officesbd
above the gas show
very prestige by the time | arrived to wor

B~ 2 We fastforwarded about 40 years then
e ‘ ! to the murals of Swindon. These have
grown in number recently, due to the
Swindon Paint Fest, which has been
running annually since 2022. We had
some older murals first such as Diana
Dors on the ramp down to the lower
: 1 ground floor of the Brunel Centre and
- the murals on Signal Way at the start of
i | the cycle path. In 2009 Ken White
touched up his mural of the Golden Lion Bridgand David went up the scaffolding
with him to get some photos! We then saw some of the Cambria Bridge Roac
mural (painted in 2015), the 0Banksy
Road, a house in William Street with a canal scene on the front, and then photc
from each Paint Fest. Some of the murals are temporary in nature e.g. tf
hoardings around the building site of the new Premier Inn (in place of thos
oprestige officesd previously mentio
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certainly brighten up the town.

sharing his Swindon knowledge with us.
Kelly Blake - September 2024

years to come, such as the canal mural on
the cycle path from Iffley Road to Station
Road and the XTC English Settlement
mural on Crombey Street. Whether
permanent or temporary though, they

As always, huge thanks to David for
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Wel c o me t o Beaney Corner wher e 6
Everett selects a few photographs
collection to share in the newsl et

Here we are four beauti ful phot og
anyone?

Look out f or
mont h!
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